[Clinical and therapeutic aspects of brain abscesses: 17 cases reviewed at the Gabriel Toure teaching hospital In Bamako].
The purpose of this study was to determine the incidence, clinical features, localization, and therapeutic aspects of the evolution of the brain abscess. This was a retrospective study which included patients admitted for brain abscess at the Gabriel Touré Hospital in Bamako between January 2007 and September 2010. We collated the data of 17 patients. Fever was the predominant symptom in 14 patients and headache in 13. The main clinical signs were hemiparesis (11 patients) and vomiting (8 patients). The origin of infection was especially posttraumatic in 5 patients, locoregional by contiguity in 5 where 3 whose originated in the sinuses. All patients received triple antibiotic therapy. The surgical management by trépanoponction was indicated in 16 patients. The clinical outcome was favorable in 14 patients. Three patients died. Brain abscess is a common condition in Mali. Despite improved diagnostics and treatment of patients, mortality remains high hence the interest of prevention through early diagnosis and treatment of infectious ORL.